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Our deepest sympathy is expressed to LeAnne Trattner 

and the Trattner Family on the passing of Lenny 

Trattner. May his memory be a blessing. 

Yom Tov & Shabbat Candlelighting 
October- 6- Shemini Atzeret- 6:20pm candlelighting 

October 7-Simchat Torah- 7:18 candlelighting from an existing flame 
October 13- Parsat Beresheet- 6:09pm candlelighting 
October 20- Parshat Noach- 5:58pm candlelighting 

October 27- Parshat Lech Lecha- 5:48pm candlelighting 

 

Chag Sameach! 



 

Sukkot 101 
Beginning five days after Yom Kippur, Sukkot is named after the booths or huts (sukkot in Hebrew) in 

which Jews are supposed to dwell during this week-long celebration. 
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Beginning five days after Yom Kippur, Sukkot is named after the booths or huts (sukkot in 
Hebrew) in which Jews are supposed to dwell during this week-long celebration. According to 
rabbinic tradition, these flimsy sukkot represent the huts in which the Israelites dwelt during 
their 40 years of wandering in the desert after escaping from slavery in Egypt. The festival of 
Sukkot is one of the three great pilgrimage festivals (chaggim or regalim) of the Jewish year. 
Sukkot History 
The origins of Sukkot are found in an ancient autumnal harvest festival. Indeed it is often 
referred to as hag ha-asif, “The Harvest Festival.” Much of the imagery and ritual of the holiday 
revolves around rejoicing and thanking God for the completed harvest. The sukkah represent 
the huts that farmers would live in during the last hectic period of harvest before the coming of 
the winter rains. As is the case with other festivals whose origins may not have been Jewish, the 
Bible reinterpreted the festival to imbue it with a specific Jewish meaning. In this manner, 
Sukkot came to commemorate the wanderings of the Israelites in the desert after the revelation 
at Mount Sinai, with the huts representing the temporary shelters that the Israelites lived in 
during those 40 years. 

Sukkot At Home 
Many of the most popular rituals of Sukkot are 
practiced in the home. As soon after the 
conclusion of Yom Kippur as possible, often on 
the same evening, one is enjoined to 
begin building the sukkah, or hut, that is the 
central symbol of the holiday. The sukkah is a 
flimsy structure with at least three sides, whose 
roof is made out of thatch or branches, which 
provides some shade and protection from the sun, 
but also allows the stars to be seen at night. It is 
traditional to decorate the sukkah and to spend as 

much time in it as possible. Weather permitting, meals are eaten in the sukkah, and the hardier 
among us may also elect to sleep in the sukkah. In a welcoming ceremony 
called ushpizin, ancestors are symbolically invited to partake in the meals with us. And in 
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commemoration of the bounty of the Holy Land, we hold and shake four species of plants (arba 
minim), consisting of palm, myrtle, and willow (lulav ), together with citron (etrog ). 
As with all festivals, services play an important role in the communal celebration of Sukkot. In 
addition to special festival readings, including Psalms of Praise (Hallel), on Sukkot additional 
prayers are included in the service asking God to save us (hoshana, from which we get the English 
word hosanna). During the Hoshana prayers, congregants march around the synagogue 
sanctuary holding the lulav and etrog. The seventh and last day of the festival is called Hoshanah 
Rabba, the “Great Hoshana.” 
Hol Hamoed (Intermediate Days) Sukkot 
During the intermediate days of Sukkot, one is allowed to pursue normal activity. One is 
nonetheless supposed to hold and wave the lulav and etrog on a daily basis, eat one’s meals in 
the sukkah, and continue to dwell in the sukkah for the remainder of the holiday. 
Sukkot Theology and Themes 
The enforced simplicity of eating and perhaps also living in a temporary shelter focuses our 
minds on the important things in life and divorces us from the material possessions of the 
modern world that dominate so many of our lives. Even so, Sukkot is a joyful holiday and 
justifiably referred to as zeman simchateynu, the “season of our joy.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Get well wishes are expressed to: bruce 

miller, Jim Leonard, LeAnne Trattner, 

Shirley Brenner, & Eileen Brenner. 

Should anyone have any news to share 

with the AIC family, please email it to 

agudasisraelhazleton@gmail.com to 

run in the next Agudagram! 

Sheila is residing at St. Luke’s Pavilion. If you would like to send her a card or visit, 
you may find her at: 

Sheila Moyer 
C/o St. Luke’s Pavilion 

1000 Stacie Dr. Room 320 A 
Hazleton, PA 18201 
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October (Tishrei/Cheshvan) Yahrzeits 
May the memory of the righteous endure as a blessing. 

The yahrzeit plaque lights are on in the sanctuary in memory of our departed loved ones.  
 

*Numbers before each name correspond to the Hebrew date of their passing. The date after each name is the 
secular day of the yahrzeit. Yahrzeit candles should be lit the evening before this date burning through the day 

of their passing. Kaddish should be said the evening before and the day of the date of passing. 
 

Tishrei  
16 Rose Weissberger 10/1 
16 Harry Berman 10/1 
16 Florence Singer 10/1 
16 Bette J. Martin 10/1 
18 Mildred Levy 10/3 
19 Henry Goldstein 10/4 
22 Yale Schwartz 107 
23 Milton Auerbach 10/8 
23 Altheda Ziff 10/8 
25 Hannah Florence  
          Lefkowitz 10/10 
25 Sadie Goldberg 10/10 
25 Ben Mason 10/10 

26 Minnie Chaskin 10/11 
26 Pauline Lander 10/11 
26 Joseph B. Frumkin 
10/11 
26 Simon Klemow 10/11 
27 Julia B. Blumberg 10/12 
27 Rachel Cohn 10/12 
27 Rose Bishop 10/12 
28 Rita Wiepert 10/13 
28 Larry Chaskin 10/13 
29 Molly Rosen 10/14 
 
Cheshvan 
3 Samuel Koplin 10/18 

3 Mildred Weiss 10/18 
4 Lillian Klemow 10/19 
4 Sophie Richter 10/19 
4 Miriam Kuss 10/19 
5 Myron Brenner 10/20 
8 Benjamin Levy 10/23 
10 Charles Chenetz 10/25 
10 Meril Frucht 10/25 
10 Fay Gold 10/25 
11 Rochelle Spizer 10/26 
11 Hy Feller 10/26 
11 Anna F. Oberson 10/26 
14 Irving Brown 10/29 
14 Eva Cutler 10/29 

 
 

 
REFLECTION WHICH MAY BE READ WHEN LIGHTING A 

YAHRZEIT CANDLE FOR YOUR LOVED ONE: 
“I light this candle to bring peace to the soul of ________ (insert Jewish 

name) ben/bat (son of/daughter of) ________ (insert father’s Jewish name).” 
The human soul is a light from God. May it be your will that the soul of (insert name) 
enjoy eternal life, along with the souls of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, 

Rachel, and Leah, and the rest of the righteous that are in Gan Eden. Amen. 
Neir Adonai Nishmat Adam. Yehi Ratzon Milfanecha, Adonai Eloheinu Veilohei 

Avoteinu, Shetehei Nishmat (insert name) Tzerurah betzeror hachayim, im nishmot 
Avraham Yitzchak ve’Ya’akov, Sarah, Rivkah, Rachel VeLeah. Tehi Menutchatah 

kavod, Selah 
 

Please remember the mitzvah of giving tzedukah to your shul 

or the shul of your loved one who has passed, on the occasion 

of their yahrzeit in their memory. 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September Donations received  

We greatly appreciate donations for yahrzeits, life events, and 
other celebrations! They truly keep the shul running and 

show how strong our congregation is. 
 

If you’d like information about donating, please email us at 
agudasisraelhazleton@gmail.com or call the shul. 

 

 



 

AIC NEWS 
 
• The JCC will be holding an outdoor leisure lunch during the 
week of Sukkot either at the synagogue or on Christina's farm, weather 
depending. More details to follow by email. 
• Hebrew School with Richard Kline runs on Sunday  mornings 

at 10:00am at AIC & on Zoom. Contact the AIC office if you would like to join the 
class or would like to set up Zoom Hebrew or religious lessons with Sara. 

• Friday, October 6, weather permitting, is the final chance to eat in the sukkah at AIC 
after the final Sukkot service Friday morning (service runs 9:30am - ~11:30am). 
Please RSVP if you can join us. Services continue Saturday and Sunday with Shemini 
Atzeret & Simchat Torah. 

 

IMPORTANT 
CONGREGATION 

MEETING!!!! 
Congregation meeting to discuss cremation 
policy - Thursday Oct 12, 2023 5:00 PM at 

AIC and on Zoom 
 
The board of Agudas Israel has had several 
discussions for and against allowing cremated remains in our cemetery. It has not been 
permitted to date. We request that congregation members interested in this topic research 
and provide us with relevant information that can be discussed at this meeting on whether 
we should allow burial of cremated remains in the Agudas Israel Cemetery. If so, we need 
clarity on what the policies should be around doing so. If you would like to participate in 
the discussion, please let the AIC office know so we can keep you up to date. We will be 
sending out the Zoom link prior to the meeting. Please provide information relevant to 
the discussion via email to agudasisraelhazleton@gmail.com by 5pm Tuesday, October 
10th.  
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Dear members and friends, 
When we pay tribute to those who came before us, we dignify 
the meaning of our lives, too. They are part of us, we are part of 
them, and so the covenant passes from generation-to-generation- 
L’dor V’dor. 
 
Our members who we lost this past year:  Anita Deitch, Cece 
Narrow, David Narrow, and Lenny Trattner, who recently 
passed on Rosh Hashanah. May their memories be a blessing 

and may they rest in peace. They were all a big part of Agudas Israel and are surely missed. 
David and Lenny were both past presidents and had done so much for our congregation. 
 
We were so fortunate to have been able to celebrate 100 years in our beautiful building. It 
is not easy maintaining an aged building. However, with our security grant improvements 
and with Richard Kline, Christina Ferry, Sara Friedman, and Jimmy and Marlene Leonard 
assisting me with the day-to-day operations and activities, we are moving into the next 
phase for Agudas Israel. Which now includes adult education classes with Cantor Ramón 
Tasat, not only were we so enthralled with his amazing centennial videos and music, we are 
so pleased to have him officiate our high holiday services again this year. 
My recent trip to Alaska, with my sister Cindy, has me on a quest to be inscribed in the 
book of life to envelope my world with beauty, right here and right now – between what 
our eyes see, what our ears take in, where our precious memories take us, and the 
inspiration of closeness with God. 
 
Happily, we also have our Hebrew school back in place and are able to utilize Zoom with 
our teaching skills. If anyone has interest in classes, please reach out to Christina. 
 
We brought back our leisure lounge lunches this past year which is a great source of social 
interaction for us; your participation would be such an asset. We had a wonderful 
luncheon, both educational and interesting to young and old, as we met Christina‘s farm 
animals, ate her home-grown food, where Sara tied it all together in leading us with 
prayers. We plan to have more gatherings, such as this, in the future. 
 
Last week Cantor Ramón assisted us with the Tashlich service at Hazleton’s community 

OCTOBER PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  



 

park as we gathered to feed the fish with food that that washed our sins downstream. 
 
We’ve hit the jackpot with the dedication and love of people’s hard work to keep AI’s 
doors open. We must thank Larry Berman and Christina for setting up our amazing new 
sound system. They worked together in the tech world for endless hours so that we can 
hear the beautiful music of traditional Yom Kippur prayers that have been chanted by Jews 
for thousands of years. 
 
We thank those who assisted in preparing for these high holidays and are grateful to all 
who keep this legacy moving onward. We thank Richard Kline for his amazing weekly 
services and his traditional endeavors to keep us on track. 
 
Huge thanks to all who have donated this past year to help maintain the costs and 
expenses; we ask more to join in with this dedication. 
 
We are grateful to Phyllis Landau, a former member, may her memory be a blessing. Prior 
to her recent passing, she wrote a message of her beautiful memories and what our shul 
meant to her in our Centennial booklet. She discussed her Hebrew school teacher in the 
1940s and how he had a points reward system with candy bars and an honor roll. She also 
wrote of memories of Bessie Glickman’s store, as is a special memory of every other 
Hebrew school student of the time. Phyllis’s last sentence reads, “thank you, today’s 
members of Agudas Israel for continuing to keep the torch lit and passing it onto the next 
generation”. Her sister, Miriam Weidenfeld wrote “thank you, Agudas Israel, for the 
courage and perseverance of the present generation for working so hard to keep the 
synagogue open and able to celebrate a centennial. There are cities the size of Hazleton 
who have not been able to have your success. Pass on the torch your fathers left you. It is 
your precious heritage. You have done this and are still doing it. May you go from strength 
to strength”. We want to thank Phyllis, her family, and her estate for the very generous 
donation we recently received in her memory. Our collective hard work does not go 
unnoticed! 
 
And your input is so very necessary for the future of the shul to continue to maintain our 
ancestors legacy. Not only do we need monetary donations, but we need people to 
volunteer. We also need to get more local Jewish people involved. We all have friends that 
are not members, so please do your best to entice and include them in our congregation. 



 

Cantor Ramón and Roann mentioned to me about including students from Penn State 
and other local colleges. Let’s all do our best. 
 
I would like to wish you and your loved ones to be inscribed in the book of life with a year 
filled with peace, happiness, prosperity, and blessings. Enjoy the rest of our special services 
in our beautiful building filled with our love. 
 
I am so pleased with this year’s high holiday services1 My hope for next year is for more 
participants to come in person to enjoy the beauty and wonderful music of Cantor Ramón 
and his lovely wife Roann. 
 
L’shana Tova. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 


